
Week 4 - Crash Course
Deconstructing Sexuality

Genesis 1:26-28 & 2:18-25 (NRSV)

1:26 Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to
our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals
of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’ 27
So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created
them; male and female he created them. 28 God blessed them, and God
said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and
over every living thing that moves upon the earth.’

2:18 Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good that the man should be alone;
I will make him a helper as his partner.’ 19 So out of the ground the Lord
God formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air, and brought
them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man
called each living creature, that was its name. 20 The man gave names to
all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but
for the man there was not found a helper as his partner.

21 So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he
slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22
And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a
woman and brought her to the man. 23 Then the man said, ‘This at last is
bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called Woman,
for out of Man this one was taken.’ 24 Therefore a man leaves his father
and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh. 25 And
the man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed.



Romans 1:18-31 (NRSV)

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness
and wickedness of those who by their wickedness suppress the truth. 19
For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has
shown it to them. 20 Ever since the creation of the world his eternal power
and divine nature, invisible though they are, have been understood and
seen through the things he has made. So they are without excuse; 21 for
though they knew God, they did not honour him as God or give thanks to
him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their senseless minds
were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools; 23 and they
exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling a mortal
human being or birds or four-footed animals or reptiles.

24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to
the degrading of their bodies among themselves, 25 because they
exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshipped and served the
creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed for ever! Amen.

26 For this reason God gave them up to degrading passions. Their
women exchanged natural intercourse for unnatural, 27 and in the same
way also the men, giving up natural intercourse with women, were
consumed with passion for one another. Men committed shameless acts
with men and received in their own persons the due penalty for their error.

28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up
to a debased mind and to things that should not be done. 29 They were
filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, covetousness, malice. Full of
envy, murder, strife, deceit, craftiness, they are gossips, 30 slanderers,
God-haters, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, rebellious
towards parents, 31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless.

Further reading:
Changing our Mind by David Gushee
Heavy Burdens by Bridget Eileen Rivera
Bible, Gender, Sexuality by James Brownson

Scripture, Ethics, & the Possibility of Same-Sex
Relationships by Karen Keen
The Reformation Project with Matthew Vines -
reformationproject.org


