
Week 5 - Crash Course
A Kingdom View of Sexuality

Revelation 21:2–5
I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard
a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now
among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people,
and God himself will be with them and be their God. ‘He will wipe every
tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or
pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” He who was seated on
the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this
down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” (Rev. 21:2–5)

Roman12 (NRSV)
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern
what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.

3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think
of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober
judgement, each according to the measure of faith that God has
assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members, and not all the
members have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body
in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6 We have
gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion
to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the exhorter,
in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the
compassionate, in cheerfulness.

9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10 love
one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honour.
11 Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in
hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the
needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15
Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in
harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the
lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil
for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved,



never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is
written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’ 20 No, ‘if your
enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to
drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.’ 21 Do
not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Some Key Terms on Sexuality
from American Psychological Association Dictionary of Psychology
(apa.org/topics/sex-sexuality)

Sex refers to a person's biological status and is typically assigned at birth, usually on the basis
of external anatomy. Sex is typically categorized as male, female or intersex.

Gender is often defined as a social construct of norms, behaviors and roles that varies between
societies and over time. Gender is often categorized as male, female or nonbinary.

Gender identity is one's own internal sense of self and their gender, whether that is man,
woman, neither or both. Unlike gender expression, gender identity is not outwardly visible to
others.

Gender dysphoria refers to psychological distress that results from an incongruence between
one's sex assigned at birth and one's gender identity..

Cisgender, or simply cis (“meaning "on this side of"), is an adjective that describes a person
whose gender identity aligns with the sex they were assigned at birth.

Transgender, or trans (meaning "across from") is an adjective used to describe someone
whose gender identity differs from the sex assigned at birth.

Nonbinary is a term that can be used by people who do not describe themselves or their
genders as fitting into the categories of man or woman. A range of terms are used to refer to
these experiences; nonbinary and genderqueer are among the terms that are sometimes used.

Intersex is an umbrella term used to describe people with differences in reproductive anatomy,
chromosomes or hormones that don't fit typical definitions of male and female.

Further reading:
The Great Sex Rescue: The Lies You’ve Been Taught and How to Recover What God Intended by Sheila Wray
Gregoire
Man Enough: How Jesus Redefines Manhood by Nate Pyle
Scripture, Ethics, and the Possibility of Same-Sex Relationships by Karen R. Keen
Emerging Gender Identities: Understanding the Diverse Experiences of Today's Youth by Mark Yarhouse and Julia
Sadusky
Sexuality and the Christian Body: Their Way into the Triune God by Eugene F. Rogers Jr.
“The Body’s Grace” by Rowan Williams


